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The following items can be found within this 
week’s Newsletter: 

PTA Friends – Pimms & Pamper (p2) 
Whole School 

Partnership with Parents (p3) 
Chaplain’s 300 (p3) 

Meet the HOD: Art (pp.4-6) 
Junior School 

Golden Book & Star of the Week (p7) 
Life Survival Skills (p7) 

Senior School 
Sports Ambassadors (p8) 

Bronze D of E (p9) 
Menu w.c 24.04.2015 

 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.” 
 

Winston Churchill  
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Be Pampered Evening 
At 

Gatton Hall, Royal Alexandra & Albert School, Gatton Park, 
Reigate, Surrey, RH2 0TD 

 

Wednesday 20th May from 7.00pm 
Mini treatments from £6 

Manicures - Pedicures 
Cosmetic Surgery Consultations – Hot Stones Massage 

Manicures – Spray Tans – Brow Shaping – etc. 
 

Various Stalls 
Jewellery – Clothes – Handbags - Gifts  

Entrance ticket £5 pre-purchased or £7 on the door. 
  Entrance fee includes glass of Pimms plus a free fabulous goody bag 

Pre booking advised but not essential 
Tickets can be purchased at reception at Royal Alexandra & 

Albert School 
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WHOLE SCHOOL 
 

Partnership with Parents 
 

Saturday 09 May from 09:15-10:00 
in the Connaught Library of Gatton Hall 
 

This meeting is specifically for the agenda items postponed from 18th April. 
The Founders’ Day Ceremony & Prize giving follow this meeting at 10:30. 

 

‘Partnership with Parents’ is a forum for RAAS parents to discuss school issues of 
mutual interest. All parents are very welcome at these meetings. If you would like 
to join the PwP mailing list, please mail me at ‘PaulJOHNSTONE@gatton-park.org.uk’ 

with PWP MAILING as the subject line. As well as general items raised, coming discussions will provide 
opportunity to speak to teachers including our Heads of Year. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chaplain’s 300 
Fourth Week of Easter 
 

Evidence is a byword in education. A basic commodity of school 
inspections, curricular agitators are also addicted to it. It is debatable 
whether those who hunt evidence down are consistently enthusiastic 
about their own outcomes being hunted down and tested, but hey, 
let’s not get at all bitter about that and digress. Is spiritual activity 
verifiable from empirical evidence? Many people assume not. 
Spiritual leaders say otherwise. What about these? 
 

Books. Spirituality is historic, and like all history, possesses writings 
which demand the attention of our mind. Presumably, unless we are content to worship 
ourselves, we will know stuff. Spirituality is part of a culture, and the book most accessible in 
Western culture is the Bible. Anyone with real spiritual interest will presumably own a well-
thumbed, large-print Bible or other book, containing many personal scribbles. A dusty gift 
from years ago, in mint condition and printed in 10pt scarcely betokens a life-changing 
influence. 
 

Shrines. All forms of spirituality have, at least, symbols which make their truths visible. Most 
have historical pictures, founders, saints, heroes. Some RAAS families have shrines at 
home, even making daily offerings to them, long customary in the East. 
 

Times and places. Like all meaningful activity, spirituality has regular moments, some of it 
alone and some with others. If we cannot pinpoint when, with whom and what spiritual 
activity we do, in what sense does it happen at all? 
 

Mentors. All who claim to be spiritual beings are pupils, and every pupil has a teacher. If we 
never converse with anyone about our life or meaning, how exactly are we learning about 
either? 
 

Compassion. Most religions teach that giving does people more good than receiving. 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam and the Church assert this. How much space would the 
cash we give away annually take up on a shelf, or in a pocket? If we are not so giving, a 
defining expression of spiritual activity is absent. 
 
On balance, I’m for saying that spiritual activity is indeed verifiable. 
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Meet the Head of Department: Art 
Miss Rachael Killen 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which university did you attend and what did you study?  
I studied History of Art and Design at Manchester Metropolitan University 
 
If you had to pick a favourite artist who would it be and why? 
My favourite designer is Alexander McQueen. I went with some former 
students to his show a few months ago and the clothes he designed were 
amazing in their originality and their construction.  
 
My favourite artist would be Turner, because even though he was working 
over 150 years ago, his work is still current today and easily stands up 
against any modern work.  He was a genius and the artist who has most 
informed my own painting. 
 
What is your favourite painting or art installation? 
My favourite paintings are Guernica by Picasso for all its subtext and also 
for what it stands for: a symbol of peace.  I also like Le Déjeuner Sur 
L’Herbe by Manet.  I like how Manet hid the paintings darker meaning 
behind what would appear to be just a painting of a group enjoying a picnic.   
 
The painting that I have found most emotive is Starry Night by Van 
Gogh. Having just seen it on TV and on the internet when making resources 
for lessons, seeing it in real life was a totally different ball game:  it made the 
hairs on the back of my neck stand up, it was that good.  
 
What made you want to be an art teacher? 
When I was at school, I loved art. I was always in the art room trying out 
different materials, different techniques and enjoying the subject. It’s this 
enthusiasm and love for the subject that made me want to teach it. 
 
What topic do you find the most enjoyable to teach? 
As I plan the schemes of work, I’m going to be biased, but I enjoy all of 
them!  Though generally, I like the more sculptural projects where the pupils 
are more hands on. 
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Are there any homework clubs pupils can attend? If there are, when do 
they take place and who can attend? 
There are KS3 Art Clubs after school. GCSE and A Level extra sessions 
also run every night in Art 1.  
 
 
Are you planning any art activities, trips or events for the future? 
Next year we are running a trip with MFL to Barcelona for GCSE and A 
Level pupils. I took a group of GCSE Art students on a street art tour and 
workshop in Shoreditch earlier in the year and that proved to be great, so I 
will look at doing more one day trips such as that next year. 
 
Who is in the Art department, and do they have any special areas of 
interest? 
The Art Department is made up of two full-time teaching staff (myself and 
Miss Wicker) and we have Miss Wood as our Artist in Residence. Together 
we work really well to create a strong, encouraging environment for pupils to 
work in and develop their creative skills. I love my department and am really 
proud of the work we do and the ambition we share to get the very best out 
of our pupils when they’re with us. 
 
How is art taught at School? 
At KS3 pupils complete a SOW (Scheme of Work) each term, each covering 
various artistic skills as well as contemporary and traditional artists and art 
movements. The assessment objectives throughout KS3 are the same as 
those at GCSE. This is intentional as it is hoped by becoming more familiar 
with the assessment objectives earlier in the school, pupils will have an 
easier transition to GCSE Art.   
 
At GCSE, pupils follow a short workshop course in Year 10, where they are 
taught different techniques under one theme. They then choose their own 
area of study to develop into a final personal project.   
 
At A Level, students work more independently on personal projects having 
completed a short workshop course at the start of AS and A2.   
 
What is the one thing you would like tell pupils who are thinking of 
taking art for GCSE? 
 
Both the GCSE and A Level courses are great.  Pupils learn many different 
techniques in a short space of time, they have more independence than in 
other subjects, and they get weekly tutorials from the class teacher to see 
how they’re getting on. The class teacher may bend pupils’ ideas to fit in 
with the assessment objectives, but we will never say ‘no!’ to an idea a pupil 
has suggested.   
 
They are very strong courses….BUT, there is a lot of work. Pupils need to 
come to a couple of afterschool sessions from Year 10 to stay on track.   
 
The myth that art is an easy subject is just that; a myth.  If a pupil already 
enjoys art, enjoys coming up with creative ideas, and enjoys experimenting 
with various media, then take art:  they’ll love it.  
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What do you hope pupils get from their art lessons? 
First of all, Art is a subject that should be fun and should be enjoyed. I hope 
pupils look forward to their lessons and look forward to creating new and 
exciting pieces of art.   
 
Is there anything else you would like to add? 
I think Art has a very important part to play in the curriculum. The creative 
subjects, such as Art, are key to develop independent, confident and well-
rounded individuals. They are also an outlet for our more creative pupils to 
flourish.  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

 

Star of the Week 

Summer Term 

Week 1 

 

3C Levi Gitahi For a more positive attitude to school and 

learning. 

4M Summer Hicks For settling in well at RAAS. 

5S Charlie Bye  Good focus and effort in all lessons.   

5W Camino Perez-Marsa For trying really hard to settle at RAAS. 

6P Declan Shadrach For a greatly improved effort with his learning. 

6L Luke Nell For a positive and focussed start to the new 

term. 

 

The Golden Book 

Spring Term 

Week 1 

 

Charlotte Oliver 3C For conducting some fantastic research during 

her literacy prep this week. 

Rania Toy 3C For completing her literacy prep to a very high 

standard.  

Benjamin Aliu 4M For working hard to improve his handwriting 

across the curriculum. Keep it up! 

Robin Gurung 4M For improving the presentation of his written 

work in maths.  

Ota Imina-Uwagboe 5S Continued improvement in maths.  Well done! 

Todd Francis  5S Continued improvement in maths.  Well done! 

Jonny Carter  5W For great enthusiasm in Literacy. 

Ashaan McIntosh 5W Improved focus in all lessons.  

Alex Ayaydin 6P For excellent complex sentence work in literacy. 

Tommy Evans 6P For greatly improved effort in numeracy. 

Charlie Bennett 6L For excellent knowledge of Easter in RE. 

Declan Shadrach 6L For outstanding effort in literacy.  

Life Survival Skills  
 

All pupils in years 5 and 6 are doing Life Survival Skills this half term. Please could they 
bring the following with them to each swimming lesson: long sleeved shirt, long sleeved 

jumper and long trousers, plus a plastic bag to put this wet kit into? Please also remember 
their swimming costumes! 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

Sports Ambassadors 
 
Last term saw the presentation of our new Sports Ambassadors given by Mr 
Spencer Ellis in various Key Stage assemblies. 
 
Sports Ambassadors are chosen by the PE department after careful consideration, 
using the following criteria. 
 
- Open to all pupils in KS3, KS4 and KS5 
- A Young Ambassador for sport at RAAS. 
- A pupil who shows initiative to assist the PE department within      curricular and 
extra-curricular activities. 
- A pupil who assists in Leadership roles and is respected by their peers. 
- Consistently good behaviour within the school. 
Only a small number of pupils receive this award with commitment being required 
throughout the year. 
The Sports Ambassadors successfully completed the organisation and running of 
their first event at the end of last term with the Junior School Inter House Cross 
Country competition. 
 
They are now planning an Inter House netball and football competition and will 
complete the year with a District Rounders competition. 
 
Well done to the following pupils on receiving their pin badge and Sports 
Ambassador tie: 
 
 

 
 

Lucy  Hoad 11 

Taisha  Highgate 11 

Josh Porter  11 

Zac Walsh 11 

Gareth Stephens 11 

Jess Robinson 12 

Evonne Yerrel 12 

Patrick White 12 

Charlie Longley 12 

Toye Ibikunle 13 

Josh Calder 13 

Ben  Calder 13 
 

 

 

 

 

Mrs King  
 

 

 

 

First name Surname Year 

Taea Scott 8 

Simon Gurung 8 

Maddy Hilliard 9 

Lillianna  Nobbs 9 

Sujata Budh Magar 9 

Ishan Patel 9 

Lennox Williams 9 

Lucia  Stephens 10 

Annabelle Maillot 10 

Josie Sheppard 10 

Angus Calder 10 

Cameron Francis 10 

Alex  Mallalieu 10 

Benji White 10 
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Bronze Duke of Edinburgh  
 
 

Last weekend 63 Y10 pupils successfully completed the training element of the Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award Scheme this weekend. The training was led by Surrey Outdoor 
Learning (SOLD) and ably supported by a large team of RAAS staff. The next step is on 6th 
May at 5.30, when the students need to prepare their route cards for the Practice Expedition 
which takes place the following weekend. In the meantime students are working hard on the 
Skill, Service and Sports elements of the Award.  
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